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Page g, Line 9, for prevent, read prevents. 

— . 11, after the word able, inſert either. 

— 3. — 12, in lead F and, read or. 

25, 16, for e, read l. 

— 26, 1, inſtead of the word for, read before. 

2, inſtead of for, read the word before. 

—— 31, —— 19, for compounding, read compound. 

— 38, —— 14, after the word ſuby, the following words are omitted, 
of ths bk of or commts (viz.) t mns. 

— 40. 1, after crm inſert 5. 

— 41, —— 4, for that, read the. 
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ERRORS in the PLATES. 


Plate 2, Col. g, ſha the s is a great deal too ſhort. 


2, the ring of the word into is on the wrong ſide 
of the t. 

2, in the word miſrepreſent, the firſt dot is inſerted 
by miſtake, that is under the middle of the word. 

10, line 1, in the word ſubj the j is not complete, and there 

| ſhould be no dot. 


— 12, —— 1, the mk ſhould be one continued curve, no break. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


() F the number of profeſſors, who are in con- 
ſtant practice in Weſtminſter-Hall, few have 
arrived at a ſufficient degree of perfection in the 
art of Short-Hand Writing, to keep pace with 
rapid ſpeakers, or to read what has been written 
at a diſtant time ; owing to the want of a ſyſtem 
ſufficiently ſhort, and at the ſame time ſuſhct | 
ently plain. 


This I have fully experienced in the courſe 
of twenty years practice, as a profeſſor of the art. 
With a view of removing every difhculty, and 
rendering it more generally uſeful, I began ſome 
years ago to form the preſent ſyſtem, upon a much 
ſimpler and leſs complicated conſtruction, than 


any hitherto known ; and I now take the liberty 
B of 


1 


of preſenting it to the public, under the patronage 
of the Right Honourable the Earl of Mansfield, 
and the other Gentlemen who have done me the 
honour to ſubſcribe to the Work; by whom I 
hope it wall be favourably received. | 


The value of ſuch a work as this not depending 
upon the quantity of printing, but upon its real uti- 
lity, I ſhall not amuſe the reader with a long hiſtory 
of the origin of Short-Hand (the antiquity of ſub- 
ſtituting hieroglyphics for language being almoſt as 
old as the creation); neither ſhall I attempt to trace 
the progreſs of the art from its commencement to 
the preſent time, nor trouble the reader with an 
account of the various ſyſtems hitherto publiſhed; 
my principal aim ſhall be, merely to point out the 
moſt ſtriking errors of the modern ſyſtems, and 
explain the reaſon why the practiſers of Short- 
Hand Writing have ſo long laboured under inſur- 
mountable difficulties; and why ſo few have ſuc- 
ceeded in their endeavours to acquire any degree 
of perfection in the art. 


The 
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The principal objection to many ſyſtems is, the 
improper conſtruction of the characters of che 
alphabet, which has forced the practiſers to make 
uſe of a vaſt number of arbitrary characters, very 
difficult to be learnt, and ſcarcely ever to be ac- 
quired: hence they have been obliged to uſe 
points or breaks for vowels; and for dipthongs, 
points and breaks, which take up a great deal too 
much time, and prevent all, but thoſe few, whoſe 
rapidity has been acquired by many years practice, 
from being able to keep pace with rapid“ ſpeakers, 
and to read their writing at a future period. 


Some authors have aſlerted that beauty is neceſ- 
ſary to expedition, and therefore object to arbitrary 
characters; yet, in order to preſerve their line of 


writing, they are obliged to make uſe of an alpha- 


* As a proof of this, and to give ſome idea of the rapidity of 
gentlemen of the bar in the courſe of argument, I remember to 
have written in one hour and forty minutes, from a ſpeech of the 
Honourable Thomas Erſkine, in the Carliſle Committee, upon the 
Petition of Mr. Chriſtian againſt Mr. Lowther, 208 law ſheets, 
each ſheet containing 72 words, in all 14,976 words, 


B 2 bet, 


£4. 9 
bet, of which the greater part of the characters 
are formed by a ſmall circle, and a line for ſingle 
letters; alleging, the circle takes up but very 
little time, and if it is any loſs of time, it is more 
than compenſated for, by the facility it gives in 
Joining, and preſerving regularity ; in which they 
are ſo very particular, as not to permit the letters 
to exceed the limits of the lines, either at top 


or bottom. 


The rules laid down by moſt of them, are to 
write all the conſonants of a word, before they make 
the vowels, which is afterwards to be done, by 
making points about the word : that, by their 
rules muſt be done, for want of vowels being 
formed by letters in the middle of words, and it 
being impoſſible by ſuch method to ſhew where the 
vowels ſhould come in, till they mark the places 
by making points, it prevents their keeping pace 
with rapid ſpeakers, 


One of my principal rules is, to uſe another 


kind 


E 
kind of ſubſtitute for vowels, viz. a ſmall Ring 
for à or 0; a little larger for u or w, in 
all thoſe places where the vowel, upon which 
the explanation of the word depends intervenes, 
which is a clue ſufficient for all common words in 
the Engliſh tongue; e or : may in general be omit- 
ted in the middle of words, fifteen letters having 
the ſound of e in themſelves; a little experience 
will convince the reader of the truth of this 
obſervation. This method of ſhewing the inter- 
vening vowel, ſeems never to have occurred to 
any writer upon the ſubject before ; notwith- 
ſtanding ſome have found it ſo neceſſary to 
point out the vowels, they lay it down as a 
poſitive rule, that the points to give the ſound 
ſhould not be omitted. By the method which I 
now propoſe, the vowels are formed with as little 
loſs of time, as it takes to form their ring (which 
1s only half their letter) and as 1t introduces the 


ſounding vowel, muſt, conſequently, be an im- 
provement, 


3 Then 


* 
1 
5 
7 
86 


characters. 


1 
| 
# 
fl 
[ 


TX 
Then as to the application of ſeparate letters, 
for the primary and concluding ſyllables, they 


apply ſo few, that their ſyſtems are not ſo eaſily 


written as ſome of thoſe which contain arbitrary 


* 


An author has lately appeared, who ſtyles him- 


ſelf a Profeffor “ of the Art at Oxford, and the 
Univerſities of Scotland and Ireland, who is not 
quite ſo ſtrict in the bounds of his line of writing; 
but he uſes ſix of thoſe letters which are formed 
by a circle and line; compoſes likewiſe by con- 
ſonants only, and uſes no vowels, but a ſingle 
point at the beginning or end of the word; he 
therefore never can ſhew where there is a dipthong 
omitted, nor give the letters of it, which are 


ſometimes very neceſſary ; and his point he places 


Ty o . * 
Juſt in the centre of the line, leaving it to the 


reader's ſagacity to find out which of the five 


yowels it is meant to repreſent, 


* He gives no direction in his book where he lives, nor offers 
himſelf to the public to take down arguments in Weſtminſter-Hall. 


His 
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His rules for contraction are likewiſe to expreſs 
words of many ſyllables by two, three, or four of 
their firſt conſonants, many words by their initials 
only, and to omit words in ſentences at pleaſure. 
He ſays you may omit all vowels in expeditious 
writing: every one of which rules throws the 
greateſt obſcurity upon the writing, and renders it 
impoſſible to be read at a, diſtance of time; but 
context, he tells you, is to ſupply all defetts.—It 
requires very little ſagacity to find out that it 
is totally impoſſible by his ſyſtem to write the 
firſt chapter of the New Teſtament, ſo as to be 
able to read it again, if the reader does not know 
it by heart. —No technical terms, no names of 
perſons, places, or things, can be wrote in it, 


where any vowels muſt intervene, to give the 


ſenſe : conſequently, not the leaſt word of Latin 


(which depends upon the vowels entirely) can be 
wrote in it; therefore, upon a thorough inveſti- 
gation, I found myſelf deceived in the hopes I 


had entertained, of gaining ſome improvement by 


this author's publication, finding his ſyſtem not 
lo 
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— 


„ %%% —— 
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ſo good as many others which have appeared 
before it. 


I agree, thoſe muſt be ignorant of the Engliſh 
tongue, who could not find out that, which it 
might reaſonably be expected context ought to 
ſupply; but I deny, that context can ſupply with 
any degree of certainty thoſe vowels, dipthongs 


and monoſyllables, which he directs to be left out; 


his attempts therefore to contract, has rendered 
his ſyſtem entirely uſeleſs for the gentlemen of 
the law, as it will never ſuit the language of 
Weſtminſter-Hall (the only teſt of a good Short- 
Hand) neither can it poſſibly be of the leaſt aſſiſt- 
ance to ſtudents in anatomy; conlequently it can 
never become what his pompous title ſays is in- 
tended by it: namely, that of making it a ſtandard 
for univerſal Short-Hand. 


The conſtruction of a proper alphabet is the 
principal point in compoſing a ſyſtem of Short- 
Hand; that, in my opinion, cannot be well formed 

where 
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where any of the letters conſiſt of two lines, as 


they take up too much time in forming. 


Neither can thoſe characters be ſufficiently ſhort 
which are formed of a circle and line, they taking 
up the ſame degree of time ; two operations of the 


pen being neceſſary to make them. 


The moſt complex method that I have yet ſeen, 
is a ſyſtem which wheels about in a ſtrange inco- 
herent manner, that was lately publiſhed, under 
the following title, Ars $CRIBENDI SINE PENNA ; 
or, How to take down verbatim a week's pleading on 
a page : which conſiſts of three different alpha- 
bets, and has the ſtrangeſt complex appearance 
when written, that ever was ſeen in Short-Hand, 
and carries 1ts own abſurdity upon the face of it. 

There are a number of ſyſtems which ſerve 
only to deceive the Public : the authors of them 
leem to be ignorant of the true nature of Short- 


Hand; and ſuppoſe that they have made im- 


C provements 


1 


provements upon the Art, it would take up too 


much time, and fill a number of pages, to ſhew 
the abſurdity of theſe complex ſyſtems, which 
inſtead of improving the Art, tend only to bring 
it into diſgrace. 


I ſhall now give an account of the principles 
upon which this Work is founded. 


The characters of the alphabet conſiſt of but 
one right line or curve for each letter, and with 
the help of dictionaries, by which the Engliſh 
tongue could be viewed by the primary and con- 
cluding ſyllables, the characters eaſieſt to be 


formed, were applied to the letters in proportion 
to their numbers. 


The rules for contraction are entirely new, 
and there is nothing in common with other 
lyſtems, but that of uſing interſections, and con- 
ſonants alone to words, where no vowels are 
neceſſary. 


Vowels 


O 
* 
h 
8 


8 


au 
Vovels are only to be uſed where they are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to convey the ſound, and aſubſtitute 
1s appointed for them (without taking off the pen) ; 
by which means the exact place is ſhewn where 
they ſhould intervene, and the writer is thereby 
enabled to diſcover ſuch vowels with certainty. 
Circles being the moſt expeditious and uſeful 
of all other characters for the purpoſe of joining, 
a more extenſive uſe is made of them by this ſyſtem 
than any other, as they ſerve occaſionally not only 
to expreſs ſingle but double vowels, an expeditious 
power of contraction is gained, as they eaſily turn 
into the direction of any other letter, and upon ex- 
amination of the rules for their application it will be 
found they cannot poſſibly create the leaſt ambiguity. 


A very great power of contraction is likewiſe raiſed 
by uſing ſingle points“ for primary and concluding 
{yllables, 


* The learned Dr. Byrom gives his opinion of the power of 
points in the following manner: © Points being the ſhorteſt of all 
marks, it would argue a great want of ceconomy, as well as inven- 
tion, not to make all the uſe of them that can be made, conſiſi- 

C 2 « ently 


5 
ſyllables; and that is much increaſed, by making 
uſe of ſingle letters to expreſs double and treble 
ſyllables, all of which are ſo plain (conſiſting of 
the letters of the alphabet only) that they require 
no explanation, but will always be read with eaſe 


at any diſtance of time. 


The writing forms a ſimple neat appearance, 
and is the leaft complex of any ſyſtem hitherto 
made known. —It is wrote upon a ſingle line, after 
the nature of common hand, with this difference, 
it is very ſeldom that any ſtroke goes below it. 


It is likewiſe poſſeſſed. of a very eſſential qualifi- 3 
cation, namely, greater brevity than any other q 
ſyſtem, as will appear by a calculation of the 


«. ently with the regularity of our ſyſtem.— The power of repre- : | 
« ſenting prepoſitions and terminations, which was allotted to the q 
«conſonant marks, could not be given to the points; for in that : 
*« ſituation they ſtand for vowels, and all the diſtinguiſhable places, l | 
« both before and after the conſonant marks, are already taken up 3 


„e by the five yowels,” Thus he regrets the loſs of that power, 
which I find, by experience, is very great. ; 


number 


( w 1 


number of ſtrokes, breaks, and points, neceſſary 
to form the words, in this and other ſyſtems, 


. 


The writer is not reduced to the miſerable ſhift 
of leaving out a great number of monoſyllables, 
by doing which it would be impoſſible to convict a 
perſon of perjury upon a trial; and as there are 
no arbitrary characters, it may always be read 
at any diſtance of time, by thoſe who have learned 
the ſame ſyſtem; and it will be found more eaſy to 
read than any other. 


if the Public receive any benefit from this at- 
tempt to improve the Art of Short-Hand Writing, 


it will be a very great ſatisfaction to their much 
obligated and devoted Servant, 


Wa, BLANCHARD, 
Dec. 1786, * | 


it 
, 


Profeſſor of Short-Hand, No 4, Dean-Slreet, Fetter-Lane, 
and at N 10, Cliord's-Inn. 


2 Obſervations 


E 


Obſervations on the Vowels. 


T has been laid down as a rule, by a number 

of authors, that notwithſtanding the diſtin& 
places of the points for the five vowels are ſhewn, a 
preciſe regard to them may be diſpenſed with, and the 
uſe of three of them only are ſufficient, as a, r, o; 
therefore it is, that they have three diſtin ſitu- 
ations for points in the room of vowels, namely, 
the top, bottom, and middle of the line; it is laid 
down as a rule that a or e may be repreſented by a 
point at the top of the line of writing; for i, or y, 
a point in the middle of the line, and for o, or u, 
a point at the bottom of the line, leaving it to the 
ſagacity of the reader, to find out which is meant 
to be expreſled. | 


No author ſeems to have allowed the double 


vowel w has any other power than the mere repre- 
ſentation of itſelf as a conſonant; but a little 
experience will ſhew, that no kind of diſtinction 


15 neceſſary between that and the vowel u, for as it 


15 
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is compoſed of two u's, it plainly conveys to the idea 
of the reader, the ſound of u and of the dipthongs 
ou ow, and I find by the help of context, it will 
alſo be ſufficient for oa or oo, or in ſhort any dip- 
thong where i does not form a part; in which 
caſe I make the letter z or y inſtead of the ring, 
and the ring being joined to it will immediately 
point out any dipthong where 2 is joined to 
any other vowel: thus dipthongs in general 
are provided for without breaking the word, 
which cannot be done by any other ſyſtem; and as 
to the ſingle vowels, it is fully ſufficient to place a 
ſmall ring for oor a, and rather larger for u or w, 
and the context will prevent either of thoſe being 
read for the other—e or 2 in the middle of words 
are in general not wanted, if they are they can be 
made by the letters ;—: at the beginning is always 
made by the letter j; in the middle, or at the 
end of words by the 2, or 9, and ſo is the e by 
either of the two ſhort right lines; bute is leſs wanted 
than any other vowel, as there are no leſs than 
hfteen conſonants have the ſound of e with them. 


In 


. 16 J ; 
In all words of one ſyllable, where a vowel © 
ſands between two conſonants, it ſhould be omit= © 
ted. where it has no ſound, as in fund, found, 


find, &c. fnd will do for either, | 4 


— 


. This certainly may be extended to all ſyllables 
in which the vowels have but little ſound. 


0 


| Two conſonants of the fame name, as it, J, /, &c. 
have no effect upon the vowels, and therefore a 


fingle conſonant will in general ſerve the purpoſe. 


All the intervening vowels may be omitted with | 
ſafety, where the concluding ſyllables are made by 
points, or ſingle letters; it may be found neceſſary 
in particular caſes to form a vowel before you 
make the concluding ſyllables: for inftance, the 
words halli ATE, exptaTE, &c. you may write thus, | i 
bali and the point at No. 7. for ATE, the a being 4 
formed by the ring and exi- and the point for ATE. 


It is only neceſſary in many thouſand Engliſh 
words 
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words to point out where a vowel ſhould come in, 
in order to make it ſufficiently plain ; in which 
caſe the ring will anſwer the purpoſe of a ſub- 
ſtitute for either vowel. 


It is neceſſary to uſe vowels in a vaſt number 


of inſtances, and if there is time to make a ſingle 


vowel in a word, moſt undoubtedly it would be 
eaſier to read; but the more experience the writer 
has in reading, he will find the leſs occaſion for 
vowels; they ought to be omitted as much as 
poſſible, and never inſerted unleſs the explanation 
of the word depends upon them. 


Obſervations upon the primary and concluding 
Parts of Words. 


JF all. words were to be written letter by letter, 
it would be too tedious, and not anſwer the 
end propoſed ; namely, that of keeping pace with 
D the 
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the ſpeaker. The primary and terminating ſyl- 
lables ſeem not to have been ſufficiently attended 
to by the writers on this Art, but in them conſiſts 
the chief power of the language, as will be found 
upon examination of the dictionaries. With that 
aſſiſtance I have ſelected the greateſt number of 
the primary parts of words, by which a very great 
power is raiſed; and it is to Mr. Walker's rhyming 
dictionary that I am principally indebted for the 
greateſt advantage in the whole ſyſtem, viz. a 
proper ſelection of terminations for the appli- 
cation of the rules, which not only contracts the 
writing very much, but renders it extremely plain 
and ealy to be read, 


Obſervations upon Arbitrary Characters. 


T certainly is poſſible to conſtruct a ſyſtem 
of Short-Hand wholly conſiſting of arbitrary 
characters; but I apprehend it muſt be a very 
2. | difficult 


, , ↄ A + OO 
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It 
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difficult taſk, and be too great a burthen for the 


memory, and if they are only uſed partially, by 
way of aſſiſtance only, it cannot be doubted ſuch 
ſyſtem is not well conſtrutted : arbitrary characters 
for particular words have been adopted by the 
greateſt number of authors; but upon examination 
it will be found, they only made uſe of them 
where their alphabets, or the rules for the applica- 
tion of them, have been ſo deficient as not to 
anſwer the purpoſe without ſuch aſſiſtance. 


Upon inveſtigation it will be found, no ſyſtem 
aſſiſted with arbitrary characters, is by any means 
ſo ſhort as this which is here preſented to the 


Public. 


Obſervations upon Figures. 


1 T has been aſſerted by all authors upon Short- 
Hand, except Mr. M*Aulay, that the common 
figures are ſufficiently ſhort for all purpoſes; 1 
D 2 have 


- 
- C. J 


have found by experiefice, thar figures are read off ; 
much fooner than they can be written in the 1 
common method. By this ſyſtem figures may be 
wrote confiderably quicker than they can m the 
common way, which is of great advantage. 


- VS | 
Fa - .& 


The fear of making miſtakes in them has been 
the chief reaſon why the common figures have 
been adopted; and another has been given, viz. 


| that of their being taken for words, and therefore 
| _ puzzling the whiter to read them again, which q 
I poſſibly might be the caſe if they were written 
| in the ſame line with the Short-Hand (the onfy 
| method preſcribed by Mr. M*Aulay): all thoſe : 
| objettions are obviated by the following method. b 
| ; 
| By plaping then? in a particular manner there 1s . 
| no danger of their being taken for letters, and f 
being well imprinted upon the memory, practice g 
| r them equally certain with common 
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The rule is: always make them about the top 
of the line of writing, or rather above it, aim 
forming them ſingly will always ſhew they are 
figures ; if pounds, ſhillings, or penre, ſeparate 


them a diſtance from each other, and that is 
ſufficient, without being obliged to place J. 5. 
or d, over them, and for farthings, place the 
1, 2, Or 3, at a proper diſtance, "- 


Every opportunity the writer has he ſhould 
make uſe of them in common practice; for prac- 
tice only will render them certain, and a very 
ſhort ſpace of time is ſufficient for the purpoſe of 


* 


learning them. 
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INSTRUCTIONS ro Tux LEARNER, 


Fr. examine the characters of the alphabet 
with care and attention, and endeavour to 
draw them correctly with a fine nibbed pen that 


will 
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. 
will make ſtrokes nearly as fine as thoſe n Plate J. 


obſerving at which end they are to be begun, 
which is ſhewn by the dots. There are four“ that 
begin at either end (which are ſo contrived for the 


purpoſe of preſerving the line of writing within 


due bounds, and preventing the characters running 
too high ON O low) they are the b, i, or 5, and 
the ſhort ſtroke for 4; obſerve their ſituation with 
reſpett to the line, for the whole of this Short- 
Hand is wrote upon a ſingle line, and care muſt be 
taken to let no characters go below that line, and 
by making thoſe four characters from the bottom 
upwards (if neceſſary) you preſerve the line. 


In order to render it eaſy to the memory, take 


*The ſimilarity of thoſe four characters may be objeRed to 
upon the firſt view of them ; by experience I have found that the 
| ſame letter may be made for 5, as y, or i, it being impoſſible not to 
diſcover ſrom the context which it is intended for, i and y having 
the ſame ſound, and no word in our language will admit of the 
ſound of 5 in reading where i or y is the ſound required; or, upon 
the contrary, the i or y being read for 5: and as to the v, the ſtroke 
ſhould not be half the length; but if it is made as long as the 6, the 
context will diſcover it with more certainty than if the d were the 
fame as 7, or F the ſame as v, which is the caſe with ſome ſyſtems. 
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only four or five of the letters to learn at one 
time, till you are ſatisfied they are made perfectly 
correct; in particular, that they have no improper 
inclination, for if you let errors take place at the 
beginning, you will increaſe as you go on, and it 
will be the only obſtacle to reading them with 
certainty; their ſhape being exceedingly ſimple, 
requires particular care to make them as near 


as poſſible like the original in the plate. 


When you can make them properly, imprint 
them in your memory by making them again the 
next day, till you are perfect in the alphabet, and 
at the ſame time never omit writing all the letters 
and words for which the charafters ſtand. Do 
not imagine time is loſt by beginning ſlowly, and 
taking a proper time to fix them in memory. 
Your advancement in the Art will be much more 
rapid in the rules, if you enter upon them 
with a thorough knowledge of the letters of the 
alphabet, and the words for which they ſtand ; 
tor if this is not well imprinted upon the memory, 


the 
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the learner may be compared to a ſhip at ſea 
without a pilot. Many perſons have attempted to 
learn Short-Hand by the books ; they ſoon gave it 
up, ſuppoſing it too difficult to be attained in 
a reaſonable time, but owned they had not patience 
to go on Tegularly, without which method of 
proceeding 1t 1s totally impoſſible to learn this, 
or any other uſeful art or ſcience. 


The learner will be ſatisfied in the quickneſs of 
his progreſs, if he begins the rules with a thorough 
knowledge of the alphabet ; as there are no other 


characters to learn, his memory will not be bur- 


thened with any thing but the fituation of the 
points, or ſtrokes, in eight places; for, notwith- 
ſtanding the formidable appearance of ſuch a 
number of plates, they may be ſoon learnt, as 
they conſiſt of nothing more than a combination 
of the ſame letters, and chiefly of an elucidation 
of the general rules, by way of examples, for the 
learner's affiſtance in ſome words, which might at 
firſt puzzle him to make according to rule. 

2 Particular 


LS 1 
Particular care muſt be taken to obſerve which 
letter has two characters applied to it, for upon 
that, keeping the writing within due bounds will 
depend. There are two d's, two very ſhort ſtrokes 
for e, which are ſeldom if ever to be uſed but 
to begin words. 


There are two g's, or rather a j and g; but the 
j may be uſed for g when the g would be awkward 
to make: for inſtance, before the v, which forms 
an arch with the two ends downwards, the j may 
be made for g, and j to begin words. There are 
two v's which aſſiſt very much in expedition if 
a proper choice is made of them to ſuit with the 
other letters: for inſtance, where n follows v, that 
v will ſuit beſt, the points of which incline down- 
wards; and where e follows v, that will ſuit beſt, 
the points of which turn upwards, as by that 
method they aſſiſt the progreſs of the pen. The 
ſame reaſon applies with the two d's : with reſpect 
to n or { the upper d is beſt to be made before n, 


the lower d before J; the 7 before u for the g 
E the 


L 26 J 
the i to be made upwards for I; to follow down- 
wards for n; the ſame with the þ : thoſe are the 


only letters that admit of being made either way, 


which is eaſily learned when the practitioner comes 
to join letters, as he 1s forced to make them 
according to the above rules to keep within bounds, 


and not go below the line on which he is ſuppoſed 


to write; for which reaſon it is proper to rule 
ſingle lines to write upon at firſt, the ſame as for 
common running hand. 


The vowels a, e, o, u, and the v, or dipthong 
ou, ow, greatly aſſiſt in joining, as they admit of 
turning out of one letter into another with the 
greateſt eaſe; and where the ſound lays in the 
middle of words, it will immediately be diſcovered 


by the help of the context. 


The vowel z in vaſt numbers of inſtances is not 
more neceſlary to be inſerted in the middle of words 


Dr. Byrom and Mr. Palmer have two or three characters 
to.many of their letters, to turn upwards or downwards to preſerve 
their line, 


than 


> = 8" * Rs. SR SS „ 

J TIEDDSS K Ni 

W aS>S=% MN EL TSS = Es fE tte 
3 Nr 55 
ELTT LR 1 Vo SPREE GOD 
D —— | BR s 
„ e 4 a] Ra. | 
N 3 5 
L — | | | 
TEETER TT dISTIYTTELESESTE ER ID 
þ N 
K 8 N e . ara 13 

5 5 1 
Fr 
N 1 | 6 a 
AA A Cat 2-6 eel, , 0 
r 


HA 
( 
, 
Ku 
* 
Yet 
Hel 
P71 
3 


ö | aſe 2 1 
ü n 


— — 


. ͤ ͤ ͤ , ns ite FE // „ ⁰ůͤü æ—B (! 


—— 


. 8 * — — * 4 — 
2233 e — . — — ag — Wo —— — 


01 


than e, as it partakes of the ſound of e ſhort (as it 
is called“) and therefore the learner muſt make it 
a part of his ſtudy to leave out all the e's and i' he 
can, and he will find he may omit the other vowels 
very often, in a vaſt number of inſtances; the 
more it can be done with ſafety the better. 


The ſize of the letters in the plate are proper 
for general uſe, and therefore it is recommended to 
the learner not to make them larger or leſs, and to 
be particularly careful of the exact length of the 
right lines, for ſome time at leaſt; but if he varies 


a little more or leſs afterwards, it will never pre- 
vent his reading them. 


The ſecond plate requires very little trouble to 
learn. It chiefly conſiſts of joining the vowels to 
the other letters; the examples in it are fully 
ſufficient to ſhew how it is done. Where the 
vowel begins, the ring is made firſt (except for 


e or 2, Which need no TT and. where 
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it follows the conſonant it is made laſt. A few 
days ſhould be applied to the purpoſe of joining 
two letters together, and trying to join all the 
letters of the alphabet with each other in their 
different combinations, which is perfectly neceſſary 
by way of practice, to preſerve the true ſhape of 
both, and to make them expeditiouſly, ſo as to 
keep the bounds of the line. 


The third plate contains a full deſcription of the 
wand its application, which double vowel being 
very much uſed in our language as a conſonant, 
I have ſhewn how moſt of the words of one ſylla- 
ble are formed with 1t, | 


There are a vaſt number of words where the w 
intervenes ; ſome writers upon Short-Hand are of 
opinion, if the w's were wholly omitted, the word 
would ſtill be plain enough ; but I cannot help 
differing from them, as I apprehend where it can 
= inſerted it ought, and, by a very little practice, it 5 
| will be found of very conſiderable advantage from | - 
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its great power, as an inquiry into the number uſed 
in our language would ſoon prove. The appli- 
cation of the tf to the word thing, by placing 
it under every word to which it relates, will be 
found extremely uſeful. The whole of this plate 
muſt be got well in memory. 


When the learner has acquired a thorough know- 
ledge of the three firſt plates, he may with ſafety 
begin with the fourth, containing the primary ſyl- 
lables, deſcribed by a point only, which has a 
very extenſive power by being applied to thoſe 


of which there are the greateſt number in the 
language; and as there 1s but one point made uſe 
of, the writer can with ſufficient expedition and 
nicety, place it in its proper ſituation before he 
begins the reſt of the- word, which ſhould always 
be done. Care ſhould be taken that the points are 
made according to the different numbers, that one 
ſhould not be applied for the other: for inſtance, 
that you do not place a point on the left hand 
at top, in the the ſituation of No. II. for either 
of 


(30 J 
of thoſe in No. I. or at No, IV, for No. III. 
or II. &c. 


It muſt be careleſſneſs in the writer to make 
ſuch miſtakes, and therefore the caution is hardly 
neceſſary; but to avoid them, the names of thoſe 
primary ſyllables, on each line with the figures 
1, 2, 3» 4, that come down the page, ought to be 
well grounded in the memory; the examples, 
though very few, in compariſon of the many thou- 
ſand words which begin with them, are ſufficient 
to ſhew the learner how they are to be applied. 


Though he is able to compoſe all the words 
in Plates I. II. III. and IV. the learner ſhould 
not attempt to compoſe any others till he has gone 
through all the rules, except what are contained in 


\ 


thoſe plates. 


Plate V. are the concluding ſyllables made by 
points after the conſonants are formed. 
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The ſame method laid down for learning of Plate 
IV. muſt be followed for Plate V. viz. That No. V. 
contains the terminations ary, ery, ory, &c. No. VI. 
ation, etion, &c. No. VII. ant, ent, &c. No. VIII. 
ed, ing, &c. Theſe cannot be too well fixed in the 
memory, therefore nothing farther ſhould be began 
till the learner finds himſelf able to write any word 
in the five different plates without ſeeing them; if he 


deviates from this rule he will find himſelf in- 


volved in difficulties, which will diſhearten him, 
and prevent his progreſs; and if he goes on accord- 
ing to the directions, he will find it a vaſt deal 
eaſier to learn than it ſeems to be, and the whole 
of the Art will be obtained in leſs time; for by 
attempting too -much, the learner throws himſelf 
back. It may be compared to a perſon learning to 
ſwim; he ſhould not venture out of his depth 
too ſoon. 


Plate VI. contains compounding primary ſylla- 


bles, which are formed by placing letters inſtead 
of points, in the ſituation of thoſe points, accord- 


ing 
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ing to their reſpective numbers, by which a very 
great power indeed 1s raiſed, and long words very 
eaſily and expeditiouſly formed; each ſingle ſtroke 
in its proper ſituation contains two, and ſome 
of them three ſyllables, the advantage gained by 
which 1s too obvious to require further explanation 
than the plate. 


They are numbered to ſhew which rule they are 
derived from of Plate IV. which will aſſiſt the 


Thoſe require hardly any trouble to learn ; but as 
they are a ſelection of very uſeful words, the learner 
will not find his time loſt in practiſing them, till he 
can write and read either of them, and make them 
without referring to the Plate. 


Plate VII. contains compound terminations, and \ 
the ſame directions given for Plate VI. muſt be 


terminations, by ſingle letters joined to the other 
3 letters, 
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letters, without taking off the pen, which require 


no ſtudy, only to get them upon the _— 
which will be found very uſeful. 


Plate VIII. contains a great variety of words 
where it is neceſſary to make an interſection, which 
ſaves a vaſt number of letters by the combinations 
of ck, cl, dt, n, xn, xr, &r, xl, ical, &. The 
examples in the plate are ſo plain they require 
no explanation; before the learner attempts to 
compoſe, it is neceſſary for him to be acquainted 
with the method of forming them, and before. he 
enters upon the wide field of practice in the ſyſtem, 
he will find it neceſſary to learn to write and read 
the whole of thoſe interſections, which will enable 
him to form all others. | 


Plate IX. contains examples of words contracted 
agreeable to the different rules, for the learner to 
practiſe, as it ſhews him what quantity of a word 
in general is ſufficient to be wrote, which context 


will ſupply. I by no means agree with Mr. Taylor, 
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that it is poſſible to leave out a number of mono- 
ſyllables, and to make out exattly at a diſtant time, 
what came from the mouth of the ſpeaker ; but by 
the powers raiſed by the rules of this ſyſtem, the 


concluding ſyllables of a vaſt number of words 
may be omitted. 


General Rules to be obſerved. 


iſt. O word to be broke on account of a 
ſingle vowel intervening. 


2d. No vowel to be uſed where the conſonants 
are ſufficiently expreſſive of the ſound, 


gd. Never uſe more letters, either vowels or 
conſonants, than are ſufficient to expreſs the found 


of the word; no mutes are to be made uſe of, par- 
ticularly e final. 


4th. Never 
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4th. Never make uſe of two ſyllables for dip- 
thongs where one gives a ſufficient ſound. 


5th. The ſame rule applies to tripthongs. 


6th. Never join theletters that are uſed for primary 
or concluding ſyllables to the other letters, except 
the letters for terminations deſcribed in Plate VII. 


7th. The primary ſyllable, and the next letter 
being formed, the reſt of the word may ſafely 
be omitted in a vaſt number of inſtances, as the 
context will ſupply it; where there is the leaſt 


doubt, the terminating point may be added. 


8th. All proper names, and technical terms 
often occurring, may be expreſſed after the firſt 
or ſecond time of uling them by their initial and 
a terminating point, or with the point of deſi- 
ciency, as it is called by Dr. Byrom, placed juſt 
at the end of the letter, in the ſame direction as 


the end of the ſtroke. This rule is only to be 
F 2 applied 
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applied to ſuch words as have no termination point, 
or letter preſeribed by the other rules. 


gth. For a common repetition draw a line under 
it, but where there are repetitions of ſentences, 
with an additional word to be added, draw a ſlant 
ſtroke long enough to go quite through the line of 
writing; crofling the line, and then add the word 
which is to follow it, 


- '1oth.. Make the figures as in Plate IX. and 
place them rather above the line of writing, which 
will prevent their being taken for the letters; but 
for long ſums and accounts they may be placed 


as other figures, 


11th. A vaſt number of ſubſtantives, where 
great diſpatch is required, may be expreſſed by a 
point for the primary ſyllable and a ſingle letter, 
or a fingle letter and a terminating point, 


N. B. This is left to the diſcretion of the 


writer, 


E 


writer, as well as the 7th and 8th rules; but 
in following quick ſpeakers every advantage ſhould 
be taken. 


Plates X. XI. XII. and XIII. contain the whole 
of the eighteenth chapter in volume IV. of Mr. 
Juſtice Blackſtone's Commentaries, the octavo edi- 
tion, written in Short-Hand by this ſyſtem, accord- 
ing to the rules, without leaving out any word, or 
taking any liberties of contraction that are not 
thewn by the Plates; but in wnting after rapid 
ſpeakers, greater liberties may be taken, according 
to the ſeventh and eighth general rules for com- 
poſing. The explanation of a great part of it is 
here added for the uſe of the practitioner, to aſſiſt 
him in learning to read it. The Italics ſhew all 
the letters at are neceſſary to form the words, 
except the contractions that are made according to 
the rules, which are all in the common print; 
by which it may be ſeen, at one view, what power 
is gained by the points, or the ſingle letters in 
the room of them; it likewiſe ſhews the whole 


ſyſtem | 
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14 

ſyſtem is founded upon the real properties of the 
language, and chiefly governed by the primary and 
concluding ſyllables; and as to the ſpace it takes 
up, it is not material, provided it can be written 
with fewer operations of the hand and pen; and 
upon a calculation of them, and compariſon, it 
will be found not to require ſo many by nearly 
a fifth part, as any other ſyſtem; and it may 
be wrote quicker by a conſiderable proportion of 
time, on account of the facility with which the 
characters can be joined to each other, owing 
to their ſimplicity. 
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The reſt of this chapter 1s left for the learner to 
decypher, there being enough explained to ſhew 
him the nature of the contraction by the rules. 


As to the eleven general rules for compoling 
words, there 1s a much greater latitude allowed by 
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two of them, viz. the 7th and 8th, than has been 
taken in compoſing the engraved ſpecimen: after 
the learner has attained a ſufficient knowledge 
of that ſyſtem, he may venture to contract as far 
as his genius will permit, care being always taken 
not to exceed the limits context ought to ſupply ; 
and a vaſt number of ſubſtantives, adjettives, and 
auxilary verbs may be formed by a ſingle letter 
only, or by a point and a ſingle letter, which will 
be ſufficient to enable an expeditious writer to 
keep pace with a rapid ſpeaker. The root of 
a word being formed, the writer may take what 
liberty he thinks proper in omitting the other 
ſyllables ; but great care ſhould be taken not to 
omit a ſingle monoſyllable, or any other ſmall 
word, as it is by them the context muſt be diſ- 
covered: the advantage gained by the contraction 
of the long words being much more than equiva- 
lent to the omiſſion of the monoſyllables; and 
it muſt be a wretched ſyſtem which makes it neceſ- 
ſary to omit them, notwithſtanding what is aſſerted 
by Mr. Taylor, in whoſe ſyſtem it is impoſſible to 
ot keep 


[ 42 J 
keep pace with a rapid ſpeaker, without omitting 
them, even according to his own account; and I 
think no man who omits them ſhould, at a diſtance 
of time, venture to ſwear, in caſes. of perjury, 
to the exact words ſpoken by the witneſſes, without 
which they could never be convicted. 


Example of contraction beyond that of the Specimen 
in the three Plates, the Subje& being known. 


Part of the Firſt Chapter of GENESIS. 


n th bging g crate th hand th 1th and the earth 
0 without F and void and drk ws pn th fs of th d 
and th/þof g mu p th is of th i and g {lt thr b lt and 
thr aus it and g ſw th l th t us g and g c td and 
th dneſs k cl n and th ev and thmrn ws th Ht d and 
g /d it thr b a frmment n th m of th wirs and I t du 
th wirs f th wtrs and g md th frmment an dv th 


Frment and dved th wtrs w wr ndr th frment , th 


Tot, 
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wrs w wr abv th frment and t ws ſo and g cid 
th frment hv and th ev and th mrn wr th 2 da, 


The above being taken from a well known part 
ol ſacred hiſtory, the reader can have no difficulty 
in decyphering it, though there are a great number 
of ſyllables omitted ; but 1t 1s ſufficient to inform 
the gentlemen of the law, who are acquainted 
with their technical terms, what liberties of con- 
traction they may ſafely take, as the terms uſed in 
equity, or law, will be ſufficiently deſcribed by 
their mitials only, in a great number of inſtances ; 
and a vaſt number that would not be ſufficiently 
deſcribed by them, with the aſſiſtance of a termi- 
nating point, will be rendered plain enough to be 
read at any diſtance of time; but it is a liberty 
too great to be taken by any but thoſe who are 
perfect maſters of all the technical language of 
the courts. The points for the terminations ed, ng, 
ly, ant, ent, ence, neſs, ment, ation, etion, ition, &c. 
and ſome of them doubled, as edly, mgly, antly, 

a G 2 ently, 
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ently, &c. may be omitted in a vaſt number of 
inſtances which, the context would naturally ſupply. 


In Plate XIII. there is a ſpecimen of auxiliary 
verbs, particles, &c. that may be ſafely joined 
together; which will contribute greatly to expe- 
dition, there being no points or detached letters; 
they conſiſting of the firſt letters of each word 
joined to. the others, the context will naturally 
diſcover them. 


The rules for contracting are fuch as may be 
applied to any language, governed by the found 
of the five vowels, giving to each letter of the 
alphabet the found of ſuch language, and the 
power of repreſenting ſingle words in. it; and 
applying the other rules to the primary and con- 


The prepoſitions and terminations of other lan- 
guages having adetermined or fixed place fimilar to 
the directions of Plates IV. V. VI. and VII. and the 

5 leading 
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leading letters of them placed in the ſame manner, 
ſingle points may be uſed for dipthongs, whether 
they begin or end words; and in the middle of 
ſuch words the ſucceeding letter may be placed 
inſtead of the point, and the dipthong would then 
be included, context ſhewing which was included, 
a dipthong or the termination of a verb. 


The letters would likewiſe require a little chang- 
ing, as 9 is very little required in Engliſh, but 
very much in French or Latin; therefore, inſtead 
of the long perpendicular, the character uſed for 
ih might be applied for q; as th is ſeldom 
wanted, the t might ſerve for itſelf and th; ſ not 
being much required, if at all in French or Latin, 
that ſhould only be applied to ſt or 5; the cn 
being much: wanted, the letter c made rather 
larger would ſuit very well; and the long per- 
pendicular for y, as y is uſed fingly for a diſtin& 
word in the French language, 


It is 1mpofſible to form any ſyſtem for the Engliſh 
3 tongue, 
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tongue, that can poſſibly ſuit all other languages, 
notwithſtanding what has been aſſerted by other 
authors of Short-Hand ; and I have for that reaſon 
only hinted at the proper mode of contraction for 


two of them, as it would ſwell this volume to three 
or four times its bulk to apply it in a proper man- 
ner to Latin or French only; it may be applied to 
any of the European languages by thoſe who under- 
ſtand them, and in its preſent ſtate it is capable of 
writing a number of words in either, which is all 
that can be expected in this publication. 


The ſame thing may be ſaid with reſpect to 
the technical language made uſe of in anatomical 
lectures, there being a vaſt number of terminations 
totally unknown to thoſe who do not ſtudy them. 
A proper application of the rules, to thoſe ter- 
minations, would greatly aſſiſt the ſtudent: for 
inſtance, the terminations oideus, ftoideus, roideus, 
noideus, hyorideus, pharingeus, flaphylinus, gloſſus, 
&c. If enough is compoſed to ſhew the root 


of the word, a ſingle letter detached from the 
reſt 


. 


reſt at No. 5, 6, 7, or 8, according to Plate V. 


having a fixt determinate place appointed, might 
always be uſed for the ſame termination, and 
it would be read with the greateſt certainty: 1 
intended to have made a complete index of all 
the terms uſed in the deſcription of the different 
parts of the human body, all the different names 
of the arteries, muſcles, &c. and had proceeded 


ſome way, but I. found the expence of the plates 
would be very great. When a ſubſcription can be 


raiſed ſufficient for that purpoſe, I intend publiſh- 
ing, by way of ſupplement, a ſet of Plates, con- 


. taining all the technical terms uſed in Anatomy, 


which will enable the gentlemen of the faculty to 
take very complete notes of anatomical lectures. 


Note. The letter s is to ſtand for the word yes; 
and where any conſonant is loſt in the ſound of 


the next letters, it muſt be omitted, as, for inſtance, 


the r in the word firſt, &c. 
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